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FATHER in GOD 


JOHN 


Lord Biſhop of London. 
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Moy it fleoſe your Lotdfip, 


T. accept this mean Drscounsx, 

as a Teſtimony of that Obedience 
which I ſhall always be ready to 
pay to your Lordſhip's Commands. 


Whatever 


iv DEDICATION. 


Whatever Defects there may be in itz 
(and I am ſenſible there are many) I have 
however this Satisfaction, that the learn- 
ed Audience before whom J had the Ho- 
nour to ſpeak; had the Goedneſs to ap- 
prove · my honeſt Endeavours in promoting 
that well-temper'd Zeal for the Honour of 
Religion, and the Intereſt of our-Church, 
by which they have upon all Occaſions ſo 
remarkably diflinguilh' d themſelves. 


It was with great Pleaſure therefore, as 
well as with all poſſible Reverence, that 
we attended to that moſt. excellent Charge, 
in which your LoxDsmte did” effectually 
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confute the preſent dangerous Adverſaries 


of our Faith and Church; and with a 
Courage truly Primitive, with great 
Learning, by Arguments not to be an- 


ſwered, 


DEDICATION: v. 


fwered, and an Eloquence not to be withe. 
ſtood, inſtruct ad exhort us, your Clergy, 
how we might, in the beſt manner, and 
to the beſt Purpoſes, - oppoſe them. 


And happy is it for us of this Dioceſe, 
that we are under the Government of a 
Prelate, who neither requires nor expects 
from his Clergy any Inſtances of Duty or 
Compliance, but what they, if they will 
be:true-to their Function, muſt of them- . 
ſelves chuſe to pay. 
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That God would be pleaſed long to 
continue us under your Lordſhip's Care 
and Protection; and that He would give 
Succeſs to thoſe great and honourable 
Deſigus your Lordſhip. has begun, and is 
carrying on, for the Good of our Church 
in general, and of this your Dioceſe in 
| particular, 
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particular , ; &% the fncere and comftant 
ye of | 
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moſt obedient and moſt dutiful 


So N and SERVANT, 


- * 7 * q TY . E 7 — — . * * - k 2 : 
: * 2 woe * p 2 5 wes a mY > ? WIS Y = ty La 2 u 1 2 B * y 8 
; 5 p FD * 7 eel Ol 63 > Dada * 


Edward Hinton. n 


NE a * - RT... MORT; bt 
P / m—ꝛ ˙ ¹·wů]⸗m. ?˙ ä 


2 TIM. II. ws. 
The Servant of the Lord muſt not Strive... 


HAT that Strife is which is here ſaid 

V to be inconſiſtent with every Servant 
of Chrift, is a Queſtion which has been 

much diſputed, and deſerves well to be explain'd. 
Men who have a good deal of Warmth and Fire in 


their Conſtitution, are very unwilling to have any 
thing ſaid to the Diſadvantage of ſuch a Temper ; 


and that perhaps the rather, becauſe ſome of the 


Apoſtles, as well in other Places of their Epiſtles, as 
by their own Examples, may, at firſt View, ſeem 
to have given ſome Colour of a pretence to it. St. 
Paul adviſes Titus to Rebuke ſome Men ſharply, and St. 
Jude commands all to contend earneſtly for the Faith 
once deliver'd to the Saints, The Apoſtle makes it the 
proper mark, and Duty of a Biſhop, to be able zo 
confute Gainſayers, and he tells us, that He Himſelf 
fought with Beaſts at Epheſus ; and elſewhere, That 
He withſtood St. Peter to the Face. From theſe and 

A 2 many 
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many other inſtances that might be urg d, tis evident 


that A Contention does not Incapacitate us for being C. 
the Servants of Chriſt ; and yet from the Text before . 
us, *tis as certain that Some does. ei 
= ca: 
In ſpeaking therefore to theſe Words, I ſhall, W lic, 
HHirſt, ſhew what that Contention is, which the ha 
Apoſtle here Prohibits. q 2 
the 
2dly, T ſhall Enquire upon what reaſons Men may has 
be probably induc'd thus to Contend. 4 = 
Pri 
3aly, T ſhall endeavour to expoſe the Weakneſs of 7 / 
theſe Pretences. And then, | = 
= Gec 
4thly, Conſider the Weight of the Argument here the 
imply'd, and ſhew that our being the Servants our 
Chriſt, is a Sufficient Reaſon, why we ſhou'd not pun 
Strive. aga1 
I: 
Firſt then, we are to enquire into the Nature of Cor 
the Contention here prohibited. Hou 
When the Truth and Purity of Religion was to 
be Eſtabliſh'd, we ſee our Saviour, with great earneſt- ter 
neſs Reaſoning and Diſputing in the Synagogues; and Ice 
when the Scribes and Phariſees by pretended Tra- ſpe h 
ditions and new Explications of their own, had made her 
void the Law of God ; we find Him in a ſeemin bid 
Tranſport of Zeal, very quick and warm a aint Inſul 
thoſe proud Boaſters and Corrupters of the Truth. Fc 
Now from this unerring Conduct of our Lord's, of o 
we may learn to regulate our own Sentiments and word. 
Behaviour, in the Caſe before us. the 
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For the Truth once deliver*d to the Saints, we find 
Chriſt Earneſt, Zealous, Inflexible. And for this 
Truth, We, who are the followers of Chriſt, we 
eſpecially. who are his Miniſters, ought at all times 
earneſtly to- Contend ; eſpecially in this looſe and 
licentious Age we live 1n. ; 

An Age, in which Vain and Selfconceited Men, 
have ſet up Human reaſon, meaning only their own, 
in Oppoſition to almoſt all the Venerable Myſteries of 
the Goſpel ; and ſuch a Deſtructive notion of Sincerity 
has been advanc'd, as muſt by neceſſary, and unavoid- 
able conſequence overthrow both the Duty, and the 
Privileges of all reveal'd Religion. 

An Age, in which the Holy and ever Bleſſed 
Trinity, the Divinity and Satisfaction of the Son of 
Ged, the Deity, the Worſhip, and the Influences of 
the Holy Spirit, in a word, the whole Oeconomy of 
our Redemption by Chri/t, are openly and with Im- 
punity, I do not ſay, oppos'd, denyed and diſputed 
againſt, but Ridicul'd, Buffoon'd, Burleſqu'd. 

Infidelity does not now, as ſhe did formerly, ſeek. 
Corners and dark Receſſes, and creep privately into. 


R Houſes, and there whiſper her Errours. 


No! She Cryes aloud, and in the Day time, ſhe hath 
utter d her Voice in the Streets: She Cryeth in the cheif 


Place of Concourſe, in the opening of the Gates, in the City 


(be hath utter d her Words : Secure, as {he boaſts, in 


her Numbers, ſhe hath openly taken the Feild, and 


bid defiance to the Armies, the Deſpis'd, Revild, 
Inſulted Armies of the Living God. 

For do we not fee the moſt Important Doctrines 
of our Church, made, every day, not only the by-. 
word. of the Scorners, and the Song of the Drunkards, but. 


the Mark alfo, at which the Men of demure and 


ſanct ified 


[6] 
ſanctifyed Countenances, but Hearts full of Malice 
and Treachery, Shoot out their Arrows, even bitter 
Words? Has not all Eccleſiaſtical Authority been 
accus'd, not as prejudicial to the Regal Power, but as 
inconſiſtent with the Inherent Rights and Liberties 
of the People, whoſe Power is, in every reſpect, made 
Superiour to that of their Governours both in Church 
and State? Have we not ſeen the Diſciples of Ariz, 
crafty and inſolent like their Maſter, and like him 


#5. watt. q 8 r 9 - 
rr 


alſo, too well ſupported, appear barefac'd and fearleſs? 

Do they not openly maintain and ſpread their Impious 

Tenets? -Nay, and do they not fatter themſelves 
with the hopes of being Encourag'd, notwithſtanding | 
'em, at leaſt, if not for em? = 
Andi is it not time then, think we, for the faithful 1 
Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt to ſet themſelves in Array v 
- againſt theſe declared, irreclaimable Enemies of thei e 
Lord, and of his Goſpel ? Surely under ſuch Circum- t 
ſtances as theſe, it is not enough for ſincere Chriſtians a. 
barely to hold faft their Profeſſion, and at the ſame WW 
time ſtand by unconcern'd, whilſt their Enemies ate + 
attacking it: It is their Duty alſo to be valiant fr WWF be 
the Truth, to quit themſelves like Men, to ſtrive together, of 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the ne 


Saints, 
And very laudable therefore is the Zeal of tho Tn 
pious and learned Men, who by their Labours, their th 


Writings, their Authority, have put a Stop to this {tr 
Torrent of Infidelity, and confuted, if not convincd Fo 
theſe bold Gainſayers. | du 
Such a Strife as this is ſo far from being inconſiſtent 5 
with our being the Servants of Chriſt, that we could rer 
not be Chriſt”s Servants, if we did not thus ſtrive. Ne 
wr 
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The Contention — in or Text is of ano- 
ther nature, about Matters of no Uſe, of no Conſe- 
quence or Concern, either to ourſelves or others, on 
which ſide ſoever the Truth lies. 

What thoſe particular Doctrines and Opinions 
were, about which St. Paul here forbids Timothy to 
contend, whether the childiſh and ridiculous Fables 
of the J-wiſþ Rabbies, or the extravagant and unin- 
telligible Notions of Simon Magws's School, is itſelf 
a Queſtion unprofitable and vain. 

It is agreed on by all Interpreters, that the ſtriving 
here prohibited, conſiſts in being warm and conten- 
tious in our Diſputes about Things of little or no 
moment, Matters that are above our reach, or un- 
worthy of our notice; in being eager and paſſionate, 
clamorous and importunate; in maintaining or con- 
tradicting Opinions in their own nature indifferent, 
and no way conducive to our Happineſs, Truths that 
neither inltruct us in our Duty, nor encourage us in 
the Practice of it, ſuch as wiſe and good Men may 
be ignorant of, or deceived in, without any danger 
of 8 their Pretenſions to Wiſdom or Good- 
neſs. 

Mens Zeal ought always to be proportion'd to the 
Importance and Evidence of the Opinions for which 
they contend ; *tis Weakneſs to be earneſt and indu- 
ſtrious in maintaining Trifles ; and 'tis the height of 
Folly to be poſitive and inflexible in Matters that are 
dubious or obſcure. | 

Our Lord Himſelf, tho' He was very careful to 
remove ſuch dangerous Errors, as gave Men falſe 
Notions of their Happineſs, or put them upon a 
wrong way of ſeeking it, yet never thought Himſelf 
obliged to ſatisfy their Curioſity, or reQify their 

Miſtakes 


CY 
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Miſtakes in leſſer Matters; tho? He, who was Truth 


itſelf, could not but ſee their Errors; and He who 
ſpake as never Man ſpake, might eaſily, if he had plea- 
ſed, have convinced them of them. | 

Now why ſhould Mens Zeal for Things probable, 
carry them farther than our Saviour's did Him for 
thoſe He was aſſured were true? 

It is certain no good Reaſon can be alledged. 
Let us * 

Secondly, What are the-likelieſt Grounds upon which 
Men may be probably induced thus to contend. 

Now they who are fo zealous in diſputing with 
thoſe that differ from them, do it either, 

Firſt, Becauſe they deſire to bring others to en- 
tertain the ſame Notions with themſelves; or if 
they can't gain this Point, they hope they may be 
allowed, 

Secondly, The Liberty to do Juſtice to themſelves, 
and their own Opinions, and by expoſing the Abſur- 
dity of other Men, fix their own Character and Re- 
Putation in the World. 

Firſt then, one reaſon of this Love of diſputing 
that is to be ſeen in ſome Men, is, that others may 
be of the ſame Judgment with them. 

The deſire of Knowledg, as tis one of the earlieſt 
Paſſions, ſo tis the moſt Univerſal of any that are in- 
cident to Mankind; and one of the moſt prevailing 
Motives that engages Men in the Purſuit, is the 
pleaſure of Communicating to others the diſcoverys 
they have made, and the Satisfaction of gaining their 
aſſent to the Truth of what they propoſe. Selt-love, 
the ruling Principle of moſt Mens Actions, makes 
them = way to, meet and cheriſh every pleaſing 


Suggeſtion, that ſerves to keep up or encreaſe — 
2 
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opinion they have of their own Perfections; 
and ſince the Power of diſtinguiſhing Truth from 
Error, is the greateſt perfection theic Nature is ca- 
pable o nothing yields them a more agreeable Sa- 
tisfaction, than having their own Opinions confirm'd 
by the joynt Approbation of other Men. : 

This confirms 'em, they are in the right, and 
advances a probable Conjecture into a firm unſhaken 
Aſſurance. | 

There -is nothing Men are more generally agreed 
in, than the deſire of excelling one another, nor any 
Superiority they are ſo fond of, as that of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge. | 

They think it more deſirable to govern Mens Un- 
derſtandings, than to direct their Wills, and had ra- 
ther have the Honour to dictate Creeds, than the 
Power to enforce Laws. To be able to command 
the Attention, and prefcribe to the Judgments of 
other Men, argues Fulneſs and Sufficiency in their 

own, raiſes them above the common Level, and 
gains them a fond Train of Admirers. 
And tho? it might be expected that the Chriſtian 


D Religion, by diſcovering the Imperfection of our 
J Natures, and the Weakneſs of our Judgments, 

ſhould at the ſame time have curd us of this inor- 
t WF dinate Love of ourſelves, and of .our own Notions ; 
„ yet it ſometimes happens that Men ate for this very 
5 reaſon the more confident in maintaining their own 
ie 


Opinions, and the more induſtrious in impoſing them 
upon others. . 
For when Men take their Meaſures of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion from the Syſtems of that particular 
Sect or Party to which they adhere, they are apt to 
lay as great a Streſs upon the leaſt and moſt incon- 
ſiderable Doctrine there advanc'd, as upon the fun- 
damental Articles of our Faith. 


B Nay, 


T 1 
| Nay, Inſtances might be given wherein Errors in 
Philoſophy have been voted inconſiſtent with a Statt 
of Grace, and a Man could not be miſtaken in his 
Speculations concerning this World, without cutting 
himſelf off from all Hopes and Pretenſions to the 
next. To be in any the moſt trivial Error, or even 


to think beyond their Scheme, is, in the Senſe of 3 


ſome Caſuiſts, the infallible Mark of a Reprobate; 


and then no wonder if that Charity they owe their 3 
Brother, puts them upon uſing their utmoſt Ende 
vours to reconcile him to the Truth, which they take 


to be but another Word for their own Opinions, 


Theſe Men, however they may be miſtaken in 
the Means, ſeem to make the Good of their Brethren, 
the End they aim at in their Conteſts with them. 
Others look no farther than themſelves, and think 
they are very hardly dealt with, if they may not be 


allowed the Liberty, 


Secondly, To do Fuſtice to themſelves, and their 
che Abſurdity of 


own Opinions, and by expoſin 
other Men, fix their own Character and Reputation 
in the World. | 
Reſpect and Eſteem are Things ſo agreeable to 
our Nature, and ſeem ſo valuable in themſelves, that 
every one, upon ſome Account or other, will keep 
up a Pretence to them. | | 
And ſince an uncommon and diſtinguiſhing Per- 
fection is generally the moſt admired, the Senſe of 
ſtanding alone, and being ſingular in their Opinions, 
is ſo far from making them ſuſpe& the Truth of 
them, that it only ſerves to perſuade them they are 
wiſer than their Adverfaries, and have more Under- 
ſtanding than all their Teachers; this makes them 
ſo induſtriouſly buſy in ſetting off their own Opinions 
to the beſt Advantage, repreſenting them in the fair- 
eſt Dreſs, dwelling upon thoſe plauſible x” that 
Ppoft 
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ſupport: them, and overlooking the. Difficulties they 
contain, or the Objections that lie againſt them. 

Hence is it they put falſe Colours upon the Senti- 
ments of thoſe. that differ from them, faſten hard 
Names and ill Conſequences upon their Opinions, can 
ſcarce forbear applying to them what Agur ſays of 
himſelf, Surely you: are more brutiſh than any Man, nei- 
ther have you the Underſtanding of a Man. 

They think the: Folly and Error of other Men is a 
great Advantage to their Character, nor is their Ill- 
nature concern d to improve a Man's Knowledge, fo 
they may have the Vanity of ſaying two or three ſe- 
vere things upon his Ignorance. 

Nay, they are not much concern'd whether they 
themſelves are in the right, if by all the little Arts of 
Sophiſtry they can make it ſeem probable that their 
Adverſary is in the wrong; they don't defend an Opi- 
nion becauſe they think it true, but they endeavour 
to prove it true becauſe *tis their own ;, the Honour of 


the Victory is the only thing they aim at, and there- 


fore if they can but worſt the Perſon they diſpute 
with, *tis indifferent to them whether he has the 
Truth on his ſide or not. | 

Thus have I conſidered: the Grounds upon which 


Men are moſt probably induced thus confidently to 
maintain their own Opinions, and as eagerly contra - 


dict thoſe of other Men. I ſhall proceed in the next 


place to expoſe the Weakneſs of theſe Pretences. 


Firſt then, that the Hopes of bringing other Men 
to have all the ſame Thoughts with ourſelves, is no 
ſufficient reaſon to juſtify the diſputing here con- 
demned, will appear from theſe two Conliderations. - 

Firſt, Becauſe tis a thing we are not likely to at- 
ta in. 41 | me if.) a 
Secondly, Becauſe tis a thing not worth our attains 
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And firſt,*Tis a thing we are not likely to attain, 
We need only look into ourſelves, and obſerve with 
how tenacious an Adherence we cleave to our own 
Opinions, and we ſhall eaſily be convinc'd of the Im. 
probability of obliging another Man to renounce his. 
Truth lies deep and hid, requires much Application 
and Induſtry to fathom and come at it; and if toge- 


ther with this Difficulty we conſider the Weakneſs of ; 
Mens Judgments, the difference of their Capacities, 


Tempers and Inclinations, we ſball have little reaſon 


to hope that they will ever be brought to entertain 1 
the ſame Apprehenſions in Things, no where deter. 
mined by the Word of God, nor of any Importance 


in the Conduct and Government of their Lives. 


And if impartial and conſidering Men may and do 
differ in their Sentiments, how fond a Preſumption is 
it to think of prevailing upon their Judgments, whoſe 
Opinions are nothing elſe but the Suggeſtions of In- 
tereſt, Paſſion or Prejudice, and derive their Original 
from the ſame fatal Source with Wars and Strife, 


viz. from Mens Luſts. 


But could we ſuppoſe Men were more inclinable to 
part with their own Opinions, and had fewer Impe- 


diments to hinder them from conforming themſelves 
to thoſe of other Men, yet this contentious way of diſpu- 
ting is the moſt improbable Method to convince them. 

For he that by contradicting our Opinion, thinks 
to bring us over to his own, labours under this double 
Diſadvantage; the very Attempt to convince us 
argues Defect and Error in our Underſtanding, and 
at the ſame time ſuppoſes Sufficiency and Truth in 
his, which are two very mortifying and degrading 
Conſiderations; the one alarms our Pride, the other 
raiſes our Envy, the moſt eager reſtleſs Paſſions. 
Hence 1s it that a Man is fooner convinced by his 
own Reaſonings than thoſe of other Men; a few Ar- 

| guments 
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uments and Obſervations of his own ſhall be able on. 

2 ſudden to alter the whole Scheme of his Opinions, 

and give him a new Turn of Thoughts, whilſt others. 

have for a long time attempted to reſcue him from 
one ſingle Error in vain. 

To what purpoſe then do ſome Men employ all the 
Time. and Sophiſtry they are Maſters of, in endeavour- 
ing to overthrow Opinions that have Univerſality, 
Antiquity and Authority on their ſide ? Why, under 


the grave Pretences to Charity and Moderation do 


they ſuggeſt the bittereſt Inſinuations againſt thoſe 
who have too good an Underſtanding to be cavilPd 
out of the Truth, and too great Integrity to deſert it.. 

Vain and ſucceſleſs, we doubt not, would be the At- 
tempt of theſe wrangling Cavillers, were it carried 
on with the greateſt Temper, managed with the niceſt 
Arts of Perſuaſion, and all the moſt obliging Methods 
of Addreſs : But whilſt, like that Di/putant the Son of 
Sirach mentions, they chuſe to contend thus churliſbly, 
they ſeem to be in a much fairer way to make Men 
doubt of all Truth, than to convince them of any, and 
are likelier by far to increaſe the Number of Szepricks 
chan that of Comverts, For tho? perhaps a Man may 
be inclinable, upon good Grounds, to lay down an 
Opinion, yet his Senſe and Reputation are things he, 
is not willing to part with 
To bear the Scandal of being miſtaken, to be tax'd * 
with Abſurdity and Polly, be inſulted by the Per- 
ſon who would convince him, are Mortifications few 
Men are willing to undergo. 

The beſt way to work a Man over to a thorough 
Conviction, is, firſt to conſider how far he is in the. 
right, to explain his Opinion in ſuch a Senſe as will 
bear the molt favourable Conſtruction, and then by 
gentle degrees lead him on to our own, not as a thing 
contrary to his former Sentiments, but only as a more. 

| | | 0 _ exalted 
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exalted degree of Knowledge; this takes off the Im. 


putation ot Error, a much harſher Charge than that 


of Ignorance; ſince a Man may be more eaſily 
brought to acknowledge he does not know every thing, 
than to confeſs he is miſtaken in am thing. 


But now the clamorous, importunate Diſputant 5 


takes a quite contrary Method; one main part of his 


Skill is to ſhew his Adverſary's Notions in tlie worſt 4 
Light, to reduce him to a neceſſity of aſſerting a con. 


feſſed Abſurdity, or elſe owning he was miſtaken, and 


then eagerly to preſs forward, and expoſe him upon ſo J 


conſiderable an Advantage ; by which means he may 
perhaps ſilence, but will ſcarce ever convince him. 


But were the Conviction of thoſe we diſpute with I 
a thing we might more eaſily hope to attain, yet let 


us conſider in the 


Next place, that *tis a thing not worth our attaining, 
The Worth and Value of every thing muſt be mea- 
ſured with regard to the End to which it conduces; 
and ſince our own Eternal Happineſs is the great End 
we ought to propoſe to ourſelves, nothing certainly 

can be thought worth our attaining, which is not 


ſome way or other conducive to this End. 
But now. the 23 ourſelves, or convincing 


others of the Truth of all nice and unneceſſary Spe- 


culations in Religion, is fo far from being of any Ad- 
vantage to us in this great Affair, that tis rather pre- 

judicial both to their Salvation and to our own; theſe 
fooliſh and unlearned, or as it may be rendred, an. 
edifying Queſtions, are themſelves Things not worth 

our Knowledge, and they hinder us from being ac- 

quainted with thoſe that are. The Soul is ſo buly in 
its Purſuit after theſe ſer ious Trifles, fo ſunk and de- 
bas'd by them, that it can't have while to attend to, 
and thro* diſuſe is ſeldom able to reach, or has any 
Reliſh for more uſeful and concerning Truths; theſt 

4 ſolemn 
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Fflemn Impertinences take up ſo much of our Time, 
that we can't, and are withal ſo agreeable to our Va- 
nity, that we don't deſire to be improved in more 
neceſſary and important Knowledge. 

Some Men place all their Religion in the Ortho- 
doxy of their Opinions; inftead of doing the Will of 
Gea, they are for ſearching into the Reaſons of all 
His unſearchable Counſels and Decrees, and are per- 
petually refining and diſtinguiſhing upon Faith, whilſt 
Good Works are Things they ſeldom inſiſt on, and *tis 
to be fear'd would ſcarce ever mention, if they had 
not from hence taken occaſion to diſpute whether 
they are the Conditions or the Conſequences, the 
Cauſes or the Effects, of our Juſtification. Pride, 
Vain-glory, and Hypocriſy, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 
and all Uncharitableneſs, a black Catalogue of Spiri- 
tual Sins, are, by the help of a few Diſtinctions, made 
conſiſtent with a State of Grace. And *tis but᷑ too 
common an Obſervation, that theſe great Talkers 
and Diſputers about the leſſer and more unneceſſary 
Queſtions in Religion, tho? they never doubt of their 
own Electron and Salvation, nay, and even of the Re- 
probation of moſt of thoſe that differ from them, are 
yet more unjuſt in their Dealings with other Men, 
more froward and unpeaceable, more eaſily offended, 
and with greater difficulty reconciPd ; and in a word, 
live worſe than thoſe carnal, moral Men, they ſo 
much deſpiſe. 

To conclude therefore this Point.. Since the perſua- 
ding others to embrace. our Opinions 1a all Matters 
not neceſſary to their Salvation, is a thing ſo improba- 
ble, that we have no Grounds to expect it, and at the 
ſame time ſo vnproſitable, that we have no reaſon to 
defire it, it evidently follows, that this Pretence is no 
{uthcient reaſon for our diſputing. Let us enquire, 


Second! », 
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” Secondly, Whether thoſe who have no Thoughts of 
gaining this Point, may not yet be allowed the Privi- 
— to do Juſtice to themſelves and their own Opini- 
ons, and by expoſing the Abſurdity of other Men, fix 
their own Character and Reputation in the World. 
Now the Unreaſonableneſs of this Pretence will 
appear, if we conſider, | 
The Imperfection and Inſigniſicancy of that Know. 
© ledge we value ourſelves upon: Or, 
The Vanity of that Applauſe we propoſe to our- 
ſelves by expoſing the Abſurdity of others. 
As to the ImperfeQion of our Knowledge, we are 
- aſſured by the wiſeſt of Men, that no one 2 find out 
the Works of God from the beginning to the end. The ili 
. moſt obvious Parts of the Creation, as well as the 
more myſterious Truths in Religion, are not under. 
ſtood by Man much farther than the Surface, and that 
too but very imperfectly. Art and Nature, Reaſon 
and pretended Experience, are ſwallowed up in the 
Maze of Events; the Secrets of the Almighty ate 
above our reach, and the higheſt Improvements the ible 
moſt Inquilitive can juſtly boaſt of, are fo very incon- i 
ſiderable, that they would find juſt reaſon to be aſha- ed i 
med of their Ignorance, if their Pride would give them 
leave to diſcover it ; that Confidence with which they 
. boaſt of their Knowledge, being only a farther Prot 
of the Defect and Weakneſs of their — | 
But tho? our Improvements of this kind were grea- 
ter, yet how impertinent-are they, of how little con- 
ſideration to one who has an immortal Soul, ande Ni 
Salvation to work out with Fear and Trembling ? Since 
*the Glory of God is the only End a wiſe Man would 
«have any regard to, no one certainly can think that 
Time ſpent to any Advantage which is employed 
about thoſe things, Which, whatever Entertainment 


they may afford in the Search, yield no Inſtruction 
in 


7 


Wo hope to attain, or if we could, to pretend to value 


* 
2 
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the End, bring no Honour to God, and are for 
lat reaſon a Diſgrace to Man. But let us conſider, 
Farther, The Vanity of that Applauſe we propoſe 
o ourſelves by expoſing the Abſurdity of other Men. 
Now what can be a-greater Inſtance of Folly, than 
purſelves upon their good Opinion, the Weakneſs of 
hoſe Judgments in all other Inſtances we make it 


| ur Buſineſs to expoſe ? What rational Satisfaction 
Wan it be to be admired by them, whom we have 


efore excluded-from all Claim to Conſideration or 
egard, upon any other Pretence whatſoever ? 


1 But if it be ſaid, that by ſhewing the Inconſiſten- 


, and aggravating the Folly of thoſe that differ 
rom us, We hope to gain the Approbation and Praiſe 
f the more impartial and judicious, yet even this 


Puſt be ſufficient Matter of Humility, enough to 


ortify and take us down, to break and ſubdue our 


Wpirits, when we conſider, that the utmoſt Perfecti- 


\ 


n we pretend to above others, is only the contemp- 


= 
; 


Wed in my Text, if we look upon ourſelves only as 


ble Advantage of having a better Kyack of trifling ; 
d nearly are we concern'd to avoid the Strife prohibi- 


We2/onable Creatures; much more, if we conſider our- 
lves, laſtly, as the Servants Ll 


eſus Chriſt. 


The- whole Life of our ed Saviour was one 


Fontinued Act of Compliance and Condeſcenſion ; 
Meekneſs was the Grace of his Lips, in His 1 ongue 


4s the Law of Kindne(s., and what is the common 


im and Deſire of all Men, was His peculiar Endow- 


nent, to oblige. Since therefore tis the Duty of the 


Disciple to be like his Maſter, he that proteſſes to be 
he Servant of Chriſt, muſt be peaceable, as He was 


reaceable, no Brawler, but gentle, eaſy to be entreated. 


The ſame Mind, the * Meekneſs and Gentleneſs 


Which 
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ich was in Chriſt, muſt be in him too, howew 
an imperfett, 1 far as he reaches, a true Reſem f 
blance of the bleſſed Original. (ft 
As we are the Servants of Chriſt, 'tis our Duty if 
promote the Peace and Welfare of Society hexe, au 
the Salvation of Mens Souls hereafter; but both tha 
are incompatible with that ſriving the Apoſtle haf 
prohibits. That Harmony of Affections ſo often pu 
fed upon us in the Gofpel, is by this cauſleſs and pi 
verſe diſputing turn'd into a Contrariety of wrathiſ 
"Paſſions. The Man who indulges this wild Inclin 
tion, will ſoon find his Temper ſower'd; and him 
rendred unacceptable to Society ; nay, by being tall 
forced to change his Ground, and fo to explain, if 
:plainly to alter his Opinions, he will have the Mor 
«fication to ſee himſelf at Variance even with himka 
das well as with every Body elſe, exactly anſwerin 
that Character of Iſhmael : His Hand ſhall be agu 
ever) Man, and every Man's Hand againſt him. 80 
-tal are the Conſequences of this Humour of Contr 
dition, fo impoſſible is. it for thoſe who. give way! 
it, to follow after the things that male fon Peace. 
Whereas if theſe Men would be content to ke 
their on new- fangled Opinions to themſelves, if i 
would be wiſe unto Sobriety, and not above what is nrim 
if they would be perſuaded-to pay a juſt Deference! 
the Teſtimony, and to the Sentiments of the earl 
Writers, and to the well-grounded Conſtitutions! 
our own truly Primitive and Apoſtolical Church, ! 
great Occaſion of our Diſputes and Differences wol 
be then removed, a ſettled Commerce of Benigni 
uv ould be eſtabliſh'd'among;all, no feign'd and emp 
Wiſhes, no formal Profeſſions of a regard to Tr 
and Peace would be current, no Strife or Envy! 


-would be found, but a. ſincere, an active, an inde ; 
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gable Good - will, the ſolid Comfort, and a more fub- 
ſtantial Security of Society, than the vain boaſted Sup- 
ports of Covenants, Arms, or Intereſts. 

But this Spirit of Contention does not only hinder 
us from conſulting the Peace of our Fellow Chriſtians - 
here, it -incapacitates us likewiſe for promoting their 
Salvation hereafter. To inſtruct the Ignorant, and 
reprove the Vicious, as they are the indiſpenſable 

Duties of every one who profeſſes to be the Servant 
of Chriſt, ſo are they impracticable by him whoſe Lips 
enter into Contention, and whoſe Mouth calleth for Strotes. 
He that hopes to inſtruct or reprove Men with any 
tolerable Succeſs, muſt be ſure to ſtand fair in their - 
good Opinion; he muſt convince them by his obli- 
ging Compliance and Condeſcenſion in leſſer Mat- 
ters, that he has no By- end of his on, to ſerve, no , 
-Intereſt to promote, no Paſhon to gratify, but acts 
out of a generous, diſintereſted Principle, and is wil- 
ling to be ſerviceable to all, for the Sake and Pleaſure 
of doing Good. Ties 8 
But now few Men will be able to entertain ſuch 
kind Thoughts as theſe of the warm and obſtreperous 
Diſputant; the readineſs they obſerve. in him to find 
out the Error of their Opinions, and the Weakneſs of 

their Judgments, the Pleaſure he takes to aggra vate 

the one and expoſe the other, ſeem plainly to diſcover 
that Gall of Bitterneſs that is in him, and betray the 
want of that tender and affectionate Concern ſor the 

Good of others, without which all Inſtruction and 
Reproof will rather harden and exaſperate, than con- 
vert or reclaim a Sinner. Reproof is in itſelf harſh 
and diſagreeable enough. to Mens depra ved Natures, 
. tho? there be no Diſadvantage in the Conveyance; 
but when it comes from the Sower..and Moroſe, the 
Peeviſh and Perverſe, as the Diſputer — 
| ' DO =” 
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Kess 4 
ed generally is, it looks rather like a piece 2 "4 
than an Ac of Brotherly Charity, and will probably 4 

be receiv'd not as the Admonition of a Friend, but ud 

the Reproach of an Enemy. D 51 3G 13 WB 
Since therefore it is our Duty to inftruft and re- 
prove our Brethren, ſince he who would perform theſe 

Duties with Succeſs, muſt be nicely cautious of difplea- 

ſing them, and ſince needleſs and unſeafonable con- 

- tending with them is the likelieft Method to provoke 1 

them, we have certainly. juſt Grounds to conclude;that ? 

for this reaſon the Servant of the Lord-muſt not ſtrive. 

Thus I have gone thro? the Particulars I propoſed 1 

0 your Meditation. 

And may we all, by the Grace of God, .endeavour 
ſtrictly to conform ourſelves to the Directions St. Pal 

ſuggeſts in my Text. | 

Where ach Principles are advanc'd-as ſap the very 1 

Foundations of Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Government, 

- ſach as tend directly to the Diſhonour of God, to the 

Scandal of Religion, to the Prejudice of our Church, 

to the Deſtruct ion of Mens Souls, there let us lay out 

all our Zeal, let us vigorouſly exert all the Talents we 

are Maſters of, let us, as the Apoſtle fpeaks, ſpend at 

be ſpent, to give a timely Check to the growing 

_ Miſchief. 

In all other Caſes let us, as far as in us lies, avoid all 

Strife and Contention, ſincerely endeavouring after 

the engaging Virtues of univerſal Love, a ſweet and 

- gracious Demeanour, Pity and Compaſſion, Meekneſs 

and Condeſcenſion, maintaining the Unity of the Spi- 

+ rit in the Bond of Peace, and qualifying ourſelves, as 
far as Human Infirmity will permit, for thoſe bleſſed 

- and peaceful Manſions that are above, where Strife, 

Enmity, and Contention, ve no place. 
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